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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

Divorce and Annulment - Removal of Religious Barriersto Remarriage

3 FOR the purpose of requiring a party te-a+narriage that-was-performed-by-a-certain

4 offietal who files an-applieation acomplamt or countercomplalnt for an absol ute
5 divorce or annulment to A al

6 oeranndtment file, under certain cwcumstances an affldawt that aIJregestaIes
7
8
9

N

that the applieant affiant has taken erwil-take all steps solely within the
applicant'spewer affiant's control to remove all religious barriersto remarriage
by the other party tothe marrlage pI’OhI bltlng acourt Wheneensdenﬂgen

11 Hnder—theprewsen&ef—thﬁ#cet under certaln cwcumstances from |ssumg a
12 decree of for an absolute divorce or annul ment dntess untll a certal n statements

areaffldawtlsﬂled 0

15 appheanen—mdreens&uwepref—thksv&et and generally rel atlng to absol ute

16 divorce and annulment and the removal of religious barriersto remarriage.

17 BY addingto

18 Article - Family Law

19 Section 7-104.1

20 Annotated Code of Maryland
21 (1999 Replacement Volume)

22 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
23 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read asfollows:



2 HOUSEBILL 430

1 Article - Family Law
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32 (A) A PARTY WHO FILESA COMPLAINT OR COUNTERCOMPLAINT FOR

33 ABSOLUTE DIVORCE OR ANNULMENT SHALL FILE, ON THE REQUEST OF THE OTHER
34 PARTY, AN AFFIDAVIT STATING THAT THE AFFIANT HASTAKEN ALL STEPSSOLELY
35 WITHIN THE AFFIANT'S CONTROL TO REMOVE ALL RELIGIOUS BARRIERSTO

36 REMARRIAGE BY THE OTHER PARTY.
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1 (B) IF AN AFFIDAVIT ISREQUESTED UNDER THIS SECTION, THE COURT MAY
2 NOT ENTER A DECREE FOR AN ABSOLUTE DIVORCE OR ANNULMENT UNTIL THE
3 AFFIDAVIT ISFILED.

4 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That thisAct shall be
5 construed retroactively and shall be applied to all proceedings for absolute divorce
6 and annulment filed or pending on or before the effective date of this Act.

7 SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
8 October 1, 1999.



